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qui manifestent une intégration informelle des économies 
concernées.
Au plan des effets de polarisation, il convient de souligner 
la différence entre une situation où le pays dominant dans 
une sous-région est également le pôle d’une intégration 
économique régionale formelle et celle où le pays dominant 
économiquement qui polarise les couloirs de transport ne 

peut exercer le même ascendant politique sur l’intégration 
sous-régionale. 
Enfin, la recherche a fait émerger, dans des circonstances 
très différentes, le caractère très ambivalent des références 
à la gestion participative et au développement économique 
local.            ■

SUMMARY

The Southern African sub-project aimed at identifying the 
processes of spatial economic polarization spurred by the 
implementation of Maputo Corridor Spatial Development 
Initiative.
At a sub regional level a model of the interaction of 
transportation network investments with economic 
integration and polarization has been tested. At the 
Maputo corridor level, an assessment of the evolution 
of spatial and urban structure patterns in the area has 
been performed, dealing first with “economic geography” 
processes through the effect on transportation costs on 
previous core – periphery systems, second trying to spot 
endogeneous processes of local productive dynamics, in 
terms of clusters in South Africa, outsourcing of Mozal in 
Mozambique or transboundary economic relations. 
The West African sub project results in a number of 
contributions on Côte d’Ivoire and Mali dealing with the 
following issues: 

Urban dynamics, productivity, and incomes, especially 
as regards agglomeration effects and the evolution of 
urban structure. Transportation networks are the main 
cause of agglomeration externalities given the localisation 
of production; core-periphery patterns do exist in Côte 
d’Ivoire and Mali.  
The impact of centrality as a basis for the captation of 
amenities and the building of externalities: centrality can 
stem from long distance trade, transboundary relations or 
petty trade in urban structures. 
Urban governance, focusing on local tax systems and solid 
waste management. Governance failures are identified 
as regards the relationship between public, private or 
civil society actors of the solid waste commodity chain 
or the symmetry between the poor quality of local public 
goods and tax evasion.
 


